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Table 1

Religiosity: Percentage of 8"‘, 10", and 12" Grade Students in the United States Who Report that Religion Plays a Very Important Role in their Lives, Selected Years 1976-2006

1976 1980 1985 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998"  1999' 2000  2001"  2002' 2003  2004'  2005'  2006'
- - - - 29.2 274 29.6 30.1 303 31.5 325 345 334 36.6 345 353 343 325 32.6 33.1
(Gender
Male - - - - 27.0 26.1 273 28.5 284 293 303 329 30.7 32.7 31.1 322 315 30.0 28.8 30.7,
Female - - - - 313 28.5 31.6 31.8 31.8 33.6 348 363 358 40.1 37.6 38.2 36.8 347 36.1 353
Race
‘White - - - - 26.4 23.0 26.1 26.2 259 26.9 28.5 30.0 29.5 325 315 30.6 30.9 29.2 29.7 30.6]
Black - - - - 46.9 45.7 42.3 46.3 45.6 47.1 48.3 52.5 51.9 52.6 48.8 52.0 52.0 49.2 46.0 46.0|
Parental Education”
Less than high school - - - - 30.1 283 30.6 oM 27.0 32.8 29.7 284 Jil.2), 31.9 33.0 33.1 332 30.2 27.0 30.2]
Completed high school - - - - 28.1 26.4 27.0 28.1 28.1 28.7 27.9 322 31.6 31.7 30.8 32.1 31.6 279 29.0 31.4
Some college - - - - 29.2 274 30.1 29.8 29.1 30.6 304 35.0 329 36.1 33.7 37.9 342 334 ST 33.4
Completed college - - - - 29.5 28.9 314 32.1 334 322 37.4 38.1 36.4 41.8 373 37.0 36.7 358 36.9 34.8
Graduate school - - - - 30.6 264 314 31.0 33.0 35.0 375 36.3 34.1 41.0 39.9 37.1 35.6 335 355 34.5]
College Plans
None or under 4 years - - - - 22.1 21.9 233 224 20.7 24.0 212 22.8 22.6 22.6 22.8 25.0 20.3 225 16.5 21.7,
Complete four years - - - - 30.3 28.1 30.4 31.1 31.4 32.6 33.8 35.9 34.8 38.3 36.0 36.3 35.8 33.5 343 34.2]
1976 1980 1985 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996  1997°  1998"  1999' 2000  2001"  2002' 2003  2004'  2005'  2006'
B B B T 284 279 287 277 284 289 308 314 318 320 316 351 330 320 304 274
(Gender
Male - - - - 26.0 26.1 26.2 24.0 258 26.3 28.1 28.7 284 28.7 274 31.6 29.4 283 25.7 24.2]
Female - - - - 30.7 29.4 311 31.4 31.2 313 332 33.6 348 348 35.6 38.5 36.6 35.6 34.9 30.6]
Race
‘White - - - - 234 23.7 25.7 242 24.6 254 27.1 25.5 269 284 284 30.9 28.6 284 26.0 23.6]
Black - - - - 512 49.5 49.8 473 48.5 47.1 47.8 53.6 54.8 521 49.0 54.7 50.7 50.6 50.6 46.8]
Parental Education”
Less than high school - - - - 28.6 28.0 29.3 29.0 321 314 321 329 31.9 31.8 28.9 28.6 274 30.8 325 24.7,
Completed high school - - - - 28.4 26.9 274 26.6 26.0 26.2 283 28.5 30.6 28.5 30.5 319 30.8 293 273 23.0]
Some college - - - - 27.0 27.6 29.6 26.0 272 29.8 30.7 335 314 31,7 305 345 34.0 333 30.8 27.1
Completed college - - - - 29.3 30.0 28.4 29.1 29.4 29.8 31.7 31.8 33.1 349 335 37.7 36.1 33.0 303 29.5]
Graduate school - - - - 29.0 26.6 28.7 oM 30.9 780 321 30.3 329 314 342 40.4 314 33.6 323 31.8]
College Plans
None or under 4 years - - - - 239 224 224 213 21.0 20.5 19.5 21.8 21.7 22.7 20.5 22.7 238 222 20.1 15.7]
Complete four years - - - - 29.5 29.0 30.0 29.0 29.7 30.2 32.7 32.9 333 33.5 333 36.9 343 333 31.8 28.9]
1976 1980 1985 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996  1997'  1998'  1999'  2000' 2001  2002'  2003'  2004'  2005' 2006
288 321 273 264 277 295 204 297 299 313 299 324 329 322 323 333 310  3L1 317 297
(Gender
Male 23.6 27.0 234 23.0 24.1 259 255 27.0 26.8 205 25.6 283 29.8 28.7 283 pos) 26.2 26.9 26.7 26.0]
Female 34.1 37.0 31.0 29.8 314 33.0 32.7 320 32.7 348 338 36.2 35.6 352 363 36.7 35.0 354 363 33.0
Race
‘White 25.8 783 234 22 24.0 248 23.8 25.8 25.8 26.8 245 26.8 28.8 25.6 26.7 30.0 255 26.9 27.6 753
Black 50.9 49.6 525 53.5 50.3 51.4 514 493 51.9 55.0 55.7 573 55.4 58.1 57.0 51.4 56.0 543 53.8 52.9
Parental Education”
Less than high school 33.6 373 322 31.7 30.9 31.6 35.2 32.0 33.1 34.7 31.0 36.3 35.7 359 32.0 33.7 303 33.9 324 28.5]
Completed high school 26.9 31.6 25.6 26.4 26.9 27.8 28.7 27.8 30.0 30.6 28.7 30.0 313 29.2 27.2 32.6 29.5 31.1 30.5 28.8]
Some college 283 30.9 274 253 26.9 29.6 28.6 30.0 28.6 32.1 30.0 32.1 332 32.0 313 30.7 313 29.5 29.7 29.8]
Completed college 29.0 30.5 26.4 24.9 28.5 30.2 29.4 30.4 30.8 32.5 315 34.6 34.4 34.4 34.4 36.4 31.9 31.9 332 30.8]
Graduate school 249 293 26.6 25.8 272 30.5 26.9 29.6 27.7 26.2 28.0 31.8 303 32.1 39.2 344 315 31.7 33.8 31.0]
College Plans
None or under 4 years 253 oM 235 234 23.8 23.6 24.7 25.6 24.7 25.1 243 279 28.1 24.1 24.8 26.0 23.6 242 242 23.7,
Complete four years 32.0 338 293 274 29.4 31.3 30.9 31.0 314 327 31.1 335 33.9 34.1 34.0 347 329 33.0 334 311

' Note: Data exclude students living in California

[Note: These estimate may differ slightly from published estimates due to small differences between the publicly available sample weights and those used by
[Monitoring the Future staff.

[Source: Original analysis by Child Trends of Monitoring the Future data, Selected Years 1976-2006

' Parental education is calculated by the Institute of Social Research as the average of the mother's and father's education. Child Trends has relabeled these results to reflect the education level of the most educated parent. In those
jcircumstances where the gap between mothers' and fathers' education is more than one level, this results in an underestimate of the most educated parent's education level.
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